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TAGS: ETRD, EEC, NL 

SUB J : CUSTOMS TARIFF PROBLEMS OF AMERICAN HOIST INTERNATIONAL 
CORP. 

1 . FIRM DOORNBOS'S TECHNISHE BEDRIJVEN B.V., BREEVAARTSTRAAT 
3-5, ROTTERDAM AS AGENT IN NETHERANDS, BELGIUM AND WEST 
GERMANY FOR AMERICAN HOIST OF ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, HAS FOUGHT 
LOSING BATTLE WITH DUTCH CUSTOMS SINCE 1969 OVER DUTCH CLASS- 
IFICATION OF AMERICAN S CRAWLER LIFTING CRANES AS EXCAVATING 
MACHINERY (BTN 84.23) DUTIABLE AT 1 1 PERCENT RATHER THAN AS 
LIFTING CRANES (BTN 84.22) DUTIABLE AT 5.5 PERENT ( A KENNEDY 
ROUND BINDING ON EC). TO GET AROUND DUTCH FINDING, WHICH WAS 
BASED ON POSSIBLE ALTHOUGH EXPENSIVE CONVERSION OF LIFTING 
CRANES TO DO EXCAVATION WORK, DOORNBOS SUCCESSFULLY IMPORTED 
LIFTING CRANES DESTINED FOR NETHERLANDS VIA WEST GERMANY 
AND BELGIUM WHICH CONTINUED TO ADMIT LIFITING CRANES AT LOWER 
RATE OF DUTY. HOWEVER, PUBLICATION OF DUTCH CUSTOMS DECISION WAS 
ACCEPTED AS BINDING PRECEDENT BY BELGIAN AUTHORITIES IN 1975, 

AND IN 1976 EC PUBLISHED FINDING SPECIFICALLY STATING THAT 
"AMERICAN" MODELS 4250, 599 AND 5299 LIFTING CRANES SHALL BE 
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DUTIABLE AT HIGHER RATE OF EXCAVATING CRANES. NONETHELESS, 

WEST GERMAN CUSTOMS HAS CONTINUED TO ASSESS LOWER RATE: SO 
DOORNBOS BRINGS ITS IMPORTS DESTINED FOR BELGIUM AND 
NETHERLANDS VIA WEST GERMANY, WHILE AMERICAN HOIST DEALERS 
IN FRANCE AND ITALY ARE ALSO ABLE TO BRING LIFTING CRANES INTO 
THOSE COUNTRIES AT LOWER RATE. 
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2. DOORNBOS IS UNDERSTANDABLY RELUCTANT TO OPEN CASE WITH EC 
FOR FEAR COMMISSION MAY DECIDE TO ENFORCE DUTCH AND BELGIAN 
DECISIONS THROUGHOUT COMMUNITY. IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, 

EMBASSY THE HAGUE AND DOORNBOS WOULD WELCOME USEC'S ADVICE AS TO 
EHETHER IT MIGHT BE CONSIDERED WORTHWHILE FOR FIRM TO SEEK 
DIRECT INTERCENTION FROM EC TO HAVE DUTCH AND BELGIAN DECISIONS 
SET ASIDE. IF DESIRED. DOORNBOS OFFICIALS, WHO FREQUENTLY 
VISIT BRUSSELS, WOULD BE PLEASED TO CALL AT USEC WITH DOCU- 
MENTATION AND REVIEW CASE. PLEASE ADVISE 
MCCLOSKEY 
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